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Boston cops mobilize for kids in need

At the same time much
of the city and most of the
meédia were buzring over
three bad cops last week,
three long-retired
Ones were on a top-prior-
ity mission.

“Back when we were on
the job,” John MeManus,
75, recalled, “there were
two calls that required an
immediate response. One
was for a cop in trouble:
the other was for a child in
trouble. Whenever we

heard of a kid needing
help, we dropped every-
thing and went."

McManus retired from
the Boston force in 1981
after being shot four times
while thwarting a Matta-
pan holdup.

But when his former
captain, John Dow, sought
recruits for a special as-
signment a few years ago,
he stepped forward alo
with Bob Faherty, who'
retired in 2000 as this ci-
ty's superintendent-in-
chief.

Dow, a Boston cop for 32
years, had founded an or-
ganization called Cops For
Kids With Cancer, inspired
by a visit he made to Ire-
land where a cops’ goll
tournament netted funds
for a cancer ward in Cork.

It was the beginning of a
relationship in which cops
from Cork and Boston now
swap annual visits, teeing
off to help young cancer
viclims.

“If I live long enough,”
Dow, who'll turn 80 in No-
vember, vowed, “my goal
is to sign up cops from
other cities to compete in
cancer-fighting tourna-
ments, sort of like a Ryder
C“P.Il

But it was a separate
project that brought the
old colleagues together on
this steamy ¢vVEning.

“We had 17 kids, all
cancer patients, waiting at
Mass. General when three
police minivans pulled
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CAPTAIN COMPASSION: Retired Hub police Capt. John Dow,; a cancer survivor, talks to kids battling the disease
before boarding a police boat to a cruise to Old Ironsides.

up,” Faherty, 71, said. “And
we brought along six mo-
torcycles to escort them.”

“Tommy Lee, from s
cial ops, led the procession
in what we would have
called a crash car if we'd
been  gua rdinﬁ a prési-
dent,” Dow added with de-
light. “When we took off,
we looked like Patton's
Army!l”

The entourage brought
the kids to the marina in
Southie, where The Guar-
dian, a 5l-foot police ves-
sel, was docked.

“But before the kids and
their families  boarded,”
McManus said, “John Dow
addressed them all, identi-
I‘!_-'in_f{ himself as a cancer
survivor.”

Dow was diagnosed with
inoperable lung cancer a
dozen years ago.

"I called Don Carter, our
retired graphic artist, and
told him what I needed.”
Dow recalled. “He worked
on all our homicides, but
this really interested him
because he lost a daughter
to leukemia. 1 told him 1
wanted a sketch portray-
ing cancer as a dragon, and
he did a great one. [t
shows a dragon, obviously
dead, with a little kid
standing on top of it, hold-
ing a sword, but you can’t
tell if it"s a boy or a girl
because the kid has no
hair.

“I1 had copies made,
which we gave to each kid,
along with crayons and po-
lice shoulder badges, tell-
ing them we'd hang their
colored dragon drawings
down at headquarters, [
just wanted to lustrate

how we were all going to
beat this dragon.”

As Dow exhorted his
young listeners, his col-
leagues were deeply
maoved,

“] knew what their fami-
lies were going throu
said Faherty, who has lost
a son and a daughter. “So
many lives are involved:
parents, brothers, sisters,
aunts, uncles, neighbors,
fricnds. It's amazing how
much pain can be centered
around one child.”

“It brought tears (0 m
eyes,” McManus admitted.
“I told him later, “John,
that was the greatest talk I
ever heard.” ™

But for Dowd it was just
a prelude.

“Then we loaded them
onto The Guardian and
headed for the Constitu-

tion,” he went on, “calling
ahead, telling the crew
who we were bringing
with us. When we arrived
they fired its cannon. If
you could have seen those
faces! I'll tell you some-
thing about these kids; the
more love you give ‘em,
the more love you get. Be
lieve me, we got as much
out of the trip as they did.”

It's the kind of story that
doesn't seem to make the
news these days, with so
miuch altentmn focused on
tht: bad appl

S0 it's = 'm:n:l in the be-
lief that good cops ought
to get a little attention,
LoD,

“Our oath was o pro-
tect and serve,” Faherty
said. “If we can't help kids
with cancer, what the hell
good are we?"




