‘Cops for Kids with Cancer’ hopes to ease pain for afflicted families

Police Lieutenant Helena Findlen president of organization

[image: image1.png]By Jeffrey Pickette
Citizen Staff





Earlier this month, Kristen Savoie handed her next-door neighbor, Lieutenant Helena Findlen of the Canton Police Department, a framed piece of paper inscribed with the words “never, never, never give up.”

The paper was signed by Savoie’s daughter, 10-year-old Maddie, who lost her battle with bone cancer on October 16 and had adopted this motto during her two-year ordeal.

Findlen hopes to keep Maddie’s motto alive by sharing it with her fellow officers in Canton and hanging the framed inscription in the hallway leading to the locker rooms at the police station.

“It just seems so appropriate to put it there because when you go out on the road and something happens to you … don’t ever give up and just keep fighting,” Findlen said. “I think it’s a nice motto for them to see on their way out the door.”

Findlen, who is president of the non-profit organization “Cops for Kids with Cancer,” has also posted Maddie’s story online at www.copsforkidswithcancer.org. According to the website, Cops for Kids with Cancer is a “small organization” made up of law enforcement officers and friends of law enforcement that has big hopes to grow in the future.

CFKWC was founded by the late John Dow, a retired Boston Police captain who lost his own battle with cancer in 2007. Dow teamed up with Irish police detective Pat Hanlon in 2002 and set up the first annual golf fundraising tournament. Since then, tournament sites have alternated between Ireland and Massachusetts.

Findlen became involved with the group after meeting Dow at the Irish Cultural Centre in Canton in 2005. 

Donations made to the organization are given directly to the families of the cancer patient to help deter day-to-day financial strains and make life easier in a stressful and emotional time.

Findlen pointed out that the ancillary, non-medical costs of dealing with cancer can be “astronomical.” In many cases, Findlen has seen that one parent will often stop working to accommodate the demanding treatment schedule, making it more difficult for a family that traditionally depends on two incomes to pay for the mortgage and other living expenses.

Local police officers notify the organization of any children who have been diagnosed with cancer and then someone from CFKWC, accompanied by a local officer, will present a check to the family.

“It’s all just a bunch of volunteers trying to make the world a little bit better for these families as they travel this unimaginable, horrific road,” Findlen said. “You just know…for that short period of time [when they receive a donation] they can breathe.”

Findlen praised the Canton Police Department for being one of the first departments to support the organization’s efforts.

“We have a young department,” she said. “A lot of them have kids and when I come back and say this is who I went to visit, I think it really hits home. I work with a bunch of wonderful, very generous people and they’ve been great.”

Findlen hopes to see more departments across the state and eventually across the country climb on board and become active in the organization. In an effort to gain exposure, Findlen even attempted to get on an episode of NBC’s popular prime-time game show, Deal or No Deal.

In addition to Canton, Ireland’s Garda Siochana, the Massachusetts State Police, the Bristol County and Plymouth County sheriff’s departments, as well as more than a dozen local police departments are currently active in the organization.

Locally, the Halfway Café raised more than $2,200 for the charity at its annual Christmas party and auction on December 9.

The Halfway Café, in a press release sent to the Citizen, said it “would like to thank all of the local businesses that made generous donations this year,” as well as “all the loyal customers that came out for a good cause and had a great time along the way.”

Overall, Findlen said the organization has raised over $100,000 for families this year.

Findlen references Maddie’s “incredible smile,” displayed in a picture posted on the CFKWC website as the reason to donate to this organization.

“When you see that smile on the website, anybody who has donated to Cops for Kids with Cancer is a part of that smile,” she said.

For more information, visit www.copsforkidswithcancer.org. Donations can be mailed to Cops for Kids with Cancer, P.O. Box 850956, Braintree, MA 02185, or made on the website via PayPal.
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(L-R) Lt. Helena Findlen, Lauren Altmeyer, Maddie Savoie,
Kristen Altmeyer, Lorraine Altmeyer and Aiden Findlen
work at the raffle table during a fundraiser hockey game
last February to benefit Cops for Kids with Cancer with
the Newton police facing off against the Canton police.




